Travellers in India

Goa in December, 1597. Having reached
Cochin, Pimenta dispatched thence two mis-
sions; one of these went to Bengal, the other to
Pegu. After giving the substance of letters sent
from. Bengal by members of the Bengal mission,
Pimenta describes the journey from St Thome.
The account is valuable as containing some
important information on the various kingdoms
round the south and west coasts of Southern
India. We hear of the King of Travancore, who
was expecting an immediate attack from the
King of Madura with 70,000 men. We hear too
of the Naichus of Gingi, " who marvelled much
that we chewed not the leaves of betel," the
Naichus of Tan] ore, and so on. These potentates
were originally governors of provinces under
the Empire of Vijayanagar, but on its humilia-
tion in 1565 became independent. Perhaps the
most interesting part of the letters is that in
which he gives at length the extraordinary
title which he alleges the existing representa-
tive of the old Rajah of Vijayanagar, who was
then established at Chanderghirri, to have
borne as a survival of the former greatness of the
Emperor of " Narsinga." So curious a specimen
of Oriental phraseology cannot be omitted; and
ia quoting it we may take leave of one who in
spite of his brevity is yet one of the most
interesting and valuable of all whom we may
perhaps term minor travellers. The title runs
as follows: " The husband of Subvast (that is)